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	                          Tuesday June 12th 2007

Press release

« Alice and the Chess master »

A mysterious chess game decoded ?

1st « Tea Party » at Lacroix-Laval grounds, Sunday June 17th 


The Conseil general of the Rhône departement and the Lacroix-Laval grounds invite you all summer long to the project “Gardens and wonders: Alice’s mirror” 

http://www.lacroix-laval.com
In this project’s framework, the Comité Rhône does the same with 

“Alice and the Chess master” http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com
Nevertheless, the organizers add a statement to these two events…

…But can’t help “warning” you thanks to a quotation of Lewis CARROLL, Alice in Wonderland’s author, made in his youth :

« Reader, do you dare to enter once again the cave of the great magician? If you lack courage, stop there, close these pages, do not read any more! (the Cane of Destiny) .»

So you are warned !

The mysterious chess game of “Through the looking glass and what Alice found there…” (Continuation of Alice in Wonderland) proves to be a coded chess game with several reading levels.

Since 1871, the date of its’ publication, this game has remained mysterious despite numerous specialists’ research. It is a real chess game but with a few baffling moves, even if the final checkmate strictly follows the game rules…

However, in 1999, thanks to an exhaustive exhibition based on Lewis CARROLL, entitled the ‘Secret Garden’ carried out by the NOAO (http://www.ensemblenoao.com) and, in particular, by Isabelle MOULIN SAINT-PIERRE, its artistic director, Christophe LEROY, Head of the Comité Rhône Echecs and general spokesman of Lyon Olympique Echecs, became interested in the English author’s “chess” language. 

This great adventure began with a simple question Isabelle MOULIN SAINT-PIERRE asked Christophe LEROY ‘Can you tell me what this chess game makes you think of ?… and so it began !

In order to give an answer, writers, drama directors, artists, ethnobotanists and chess players rallied around these thrilling new discoveries, enriched by new elements as the years passed, including a trip to Oxford and London ‘in Lewis CARROLL’s steps’ recently undertaken by Christophe LEROY.

What allows us to state that these discoveries, which have remained confidential since then, are really unheard of? How did this chess game, despite being available to anyone in Lewis CARROLL’s book, keep its secrets for so long? How can we explain that the author himself, in 1896, 25 years after the 1st edition of his book, gave a few clues to his readers, and yet nobody found the solution ?

Christophe LEROY made multiple cross-checks after reading a dozen reviews and books sent to his house and the chess centre of Lyon at 3, rue de l’Angile in Lyon 5th  arrondissement, where all the best chess players from the region have met for the past 17 years… These cross-checks enabled him to realize that this chess game had never been read properly. It had never been deciphered or studied in a correct manner…

Considering that this chess game was of infinite poetry and had to be known (and even well known), he doesn’t hesitate to say: -I think it belongs to “the world heritage of literary works”… with the strong feeling of having found at last a precious text created by that English writer…That allows us to have a different reading from all the other commonly accepted versions of ‘Through the looking glass and what Alice found there…’
That is why, for several months, with a team of fans, he has been working very hard to give you clues to join this amazing adventure on his website http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com!

That is why the Lacroix-Laval estate and the representatives of the Conseil general du Rhône agreed to introduce the ‘Alice and the Chess master’ operation in their summer programming…

Otherwise, a fine exhibition at the Lacroix-Laval grounds ‘Gardens and Wonders: Alice’s mirror’ is a compliment which can’t be ignored. It will help you enter this Wonderland, such as it was created by Charles Lutwidge DODGSON alias Lewis CARROLL, who allowed himself not to follow the rules others followed, in a stern Victorian period...He did it his way, in good old Carrollian style !

A ‘garden-terrace’ next to this room, created and adorned with plants for this occasion, shows the visitor how nature was important in Lewis CARROLL’s work. (Landscape Design by Stephan CROZAT, ethnobotanist). The following link http://www.lacroix-laval.com/actualite.htm will let you see a staggering program for this summer.

Now, as all pieces of this extensive project have been put into place, it is high time for the Lacroix-Laval grounds, after 136 years waiting (!) to present, as a preview, the meaning of this mysterious chess game. Let’s meet on Sunday June 17th from 16:00 for the animation called ‘Tea Party.’ On this occasion, chilled tea will be given to all the participants !

	[image: image2.jpg]



The white pawn (Alice) plays and wins in 11 moves 
	 See the diagram which inspired us

 See the animated diagram

 Learn to play chess with Alice (french)

 Read the preface of the 1896 edition

 Get keys to decode

 See the events planning
 Read the press release May 4th
  Read the press release of May 24th
 Read the press release of May 28th
 Read the press release of June 1st
 Read the press release June 5th
 


Within the project of the ‘Tea Party’, a magnificent mirror chessboard, 64 square meters large was specially built at the Lacroix-Lavals grounds opposite the 19th century old castle and its garden arranged in French style :

Built and set up by the Lacroix-Laval staff, this magnificent work of art 64 square meters large is made of giant mirrors. This set of mirrors creates an astonishing feeling of depth. The following link http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/photos_semaine3.html will show you this great success.

We must remember that this giant chessboard was paid for by the Comité Rhône Echecs, a lot of individual donors and many partners such as the French Federation of Chess and the regions’ and department’s chess clubs; AXA France South-East region; the company SPIE BATIGNOLLES CUS EAST, member of the Union of the Companies of  Landscaping of the Rhone-Alps  and Auvergne region; the Hotel Beaulieu; Champion supermarket in  Rillieux Village;  Courtieu, the Bookshop “A plus d’un titre”, and the most faithful partners of the Committee Rhone Echecs and Lyon Olympique Echecs : the Bank Société Generale, supporters for more than 10 years! 

Did you know? By travelling on the small train of Saint-Paul, 50 metres from the Rhône Chess Committee, you can reach Charbonnières-les-Bains in 12 minutes where the station is only a few hundred yards from the castle of Lacroix-Laval. Don’t hesitate to come and visit ! 

Here is the link to the program “Alice and the Chess master” at the Lacroix-Laval grounds : http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/eng/events.pdf
Here is the link to the program “Alice and the Chess master” at the Rhône Chess Committee : http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/docs/programme_cre.doc
Here is the link to all the appointments “Alice and the Chess master” of this summer : http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/docs/programme_gen.doc
Are you interested in envelopes, stamps and commemorative seal of the “Alice and the Chess master’s” event http://www.comite-rhone-echecs.com/photos_alice_ext.html ? 

Don’t hesitate to order on this website : http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/boutique.html and here is the link to the personalized stamp : http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/eng/stamp.doc  or http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/docs/planchetimbreslewiscarroll.jpg
 


Comité Rhône Echecs - 3, rue de l’Angile  - 69005 LYON – Téléphone  04 78 28 85 87 - Télécopie 04 78 28 53 88

E-mail : comiterhoneechecs@wanadoo.fr 

Sites : http://www.comite-rhone-echecs.com  -  http://www.open-rhone-echecs.com - http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com
Site de jeu d’échecs en ligne conseillé par le Comité Rhône Echecs : http://www.ludissimo.com
